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at forty can never have loved mankind." It
is easy to know what this means. Of course if a
man is so superfine that he will not love mankind
any longer than he can believe them to be
demigods and angels, it is true that at forty
he may have discovered that they are neither.
Beginning by looking for men to be more perfect
than they can be, he ends by thinking them
worse than they are, and then he secretly plumes
himself on his superior cleverness in having
found humanity out. For the deadliest of all
wet blankets give me a middle-aged man who
has been most of a visionary in his youth.

To correct all this, let us recall Helvetius's
saying that I have already quoted, which made
so deep an impression on Jeremy Bentham :
" In order to love mankind, we must not expect
too much from them." And let us remember
that Feneion, one of the most saintly men that
ever lived, and whose very countenance bore
such a mark of goodness that when he was
in a room men found they could not desist from
looking at him, wrote to a friend the year before
he died, (' I ask little from most men; I try
to render them much, and to expect nothing